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Smoking children have made up minds

ew evidence
has been
uncovered

proving that cigarettes
really have been mar-
keted toward kids,

Ya don’t say?

Most smokers begin

age of people who choose to begin smoking
rapidly declines. It seems only obvious for
. com
™ gheir product, doesn’t it?
Ah. but we reach a moral dilemma.
On the one hand, cigarette companies want
10 make as much money as they can.
On the other hand, the most profitable
group to sell their product to is not of legal

6.
e Why is it illegal to sell cigarettes to those
who are under 187

KERI ANDREWS
Commentary I8,

their habit before the
legal smoking age of

After 18, the percent-

ies to target those most likely to use

people gain more sense as they get older?

This would mean that cigarettes are being
targeted 1o the young and impressionable.

Another possibility is that kids smoke
because it is illegal for them, much like the
drinking problem among people under 21.

It’s more fun, more cool, and makes you
more rebellious if it's illegal.

Once one reaches legal age, it's not as
much fun anymore. By that ime, however,
smokers are usually already addicted. That
would mean that cigarette companies are sell-
ing a superficial image to kids who have a
longing to fit in.

Juveniles may be responsible enough to
smoke before they reach age 18.

Perhaps they know what they want; they
know their paths in life.

They have made rational decisions to
become smokers.

The reason in this case why most people
generally do not start smoking after age 18 is
simple.

By that time, they’ve already decided
whether or not they want to be smokers.

adulthood.

All'is well and good for a while. Kids
begin smoking, get hooked, carry on their
adult lives as smokers.

Everyone 1s happy, confident, and care-
free.

Then problems start to arise.

The smokers are dying off!

How did this happen?

How were they to know that inhaling
smoke on a regular basis could give them
lung cancer?

It’s the damdest thing.

Surviving smokers begin 1o get nervous,

Some of them even go so far as to quit
this habit that has been a part of their lives
for years,

Uh-oh.

Profits are declining.

Must recruit more smokers!

Let’s stick some sunglasses on a camel
and show him doing cool things.

Yeah, the kids will like that.

But wait!

Kids aren’t legal until age 18.

Let’s stop for a moment and think.

Most kids start smoking before age 18, the
aumber who begin smoking after eighteen
decreases dramatically . . .

could it be that

This would mean that cigarette ads are a
crucial pant of this logical decision process.
Cigarette companies play a vital part in form-
ing the child’s identity as they grow toward

Yeah, right. Like that'll stop them from
trying to be cool like that camel who gets the
chicks and plays pool.

They may not be able to buy the cigarettes

ting a hold of alcohol? Not usually.

themselves, but what are

So why not promote smoking among

older siblings for? young people? They’ll ﬁn‘d a way to buy the
e _ . I did not know a single product. By thc time they’re old enough to
I - E'ITERS smoker when [ was in know better, it’ll be too late.
Ly . s - = e R :;:ﬁ?{v:i{l;‘(&ln\;};o l:id di?gq Hmm, now where are those cigarettes that
— for ettt - Mom had stashed in her purse?
Do underage drinkers at . . .
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Includes pizza, jo jo's,
cheese shcks & dessert.

"ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY!"

332-3306.
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