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THI OPIUM HABIT.

SOME EXTRAORDINARY STORIES OF THE EX-
TRAVAGANT USE OF THE DRUG IN VIR-

GINIA.
Correspondence of the Cincinnati Enguirer.
STAUNTON, Va., Feb, 21, 1878.

.The oplum-eating in this vicinity still goes
on ; and as some cities and some sections have a rep-
utation for the number of drunkards they generate,
8o Stauriton has the name of being the great opium
city of this part of the country. And it is de-
plorable to observe how the evil has inerensed.
At o conference of drucgists, hold day before yes-
terday, it was roported that the increase in 1877
over 1876 was 95 per cent.; that 1878 over the
preceding -year was 04 per cent. and that
1875 ovor the preceding year was 50 por
cont. The evil is liko an endemie, It 15 in
the atmosphere. It seizes a person, never to
let loose. A man seos another using the terrible
drug, and hefore ho is aware of it he is enting opium
himself. When I telegraphed, three weeks ago,
about the sonsation that was created here by certain
developments, not half had been told. It istrue
that there have beon no denths equal to that of the
Iady who dropped dead.from disappointment be-
cause sho could not get her opium ; but tho young
man who swalled 15 grains of morphine at a drug-
store counter, three or four weeks ago, and lived,
took 20 grainsat ono pop since, and died. He was
a young Jew, and had only been a victim to the vico
o few years. As I intimated before, the asylums here
—the lunatie, inobriate, and others—consums a
great deal of morphino in a legitimate way, but what
they use is only a drop in the bucket.

Nearly 100 pounds of opium a week. ‘Thatis what
tho druggists reported, which is protty heavy for a
city of 8,000 or 10,000. A large quantity of the
truck sold in Staunton is bought by country people,
for tho craving for it all down the valley is as strong,

if not stronger, than it is in the city. Your corre-
spondent has just visited all of theapothecaries hero,
and the tules that they tell are fearful. *‘See that
handsomely-dressed English ladv prssing on the
other side of tho street{” *Yes.” “Woll, she
is ono of our best customers. .She commenced
to take morphino about two years ngo. She
used to sond a servant for quarler-grain doses;
now sho uses four-grain doses.”” * Have you many
such customers as she is?’ asked the writer.
* Oh, yes. Lot me see, [Mr. Allen counting ou his
fingers,] we have 15 regular lady customers that I
think of at this moment, who take over two ains
of morphine at a time, and 12 men who take bo-
tween two and six grain doses at a time.” ** You
think the evil here is on the increase "' ‘' My good-
ness! Yes.,” Your correspondent found Mr. Tyree
waiting on a bevy of dashing girls. There were four
of them, and they seomed to be * sweet sixteens.”
When they left the store Mr. Tyreesald: ** There
they go; they are some of your opium-eaters.”
*What! These pretty things 1" ** Why, yes; they
commenced to use the dangerous stuff only a few
months ago; now they each spend $6 a week for it.
It is sad,” he continued, *‘but there is no stopping
them after they once begin it.” At Mr. John Ben-
nor's 1 was informed that two of the elght leading
ministers of the city used opium; that one of them
took it in tho shapo of laudanum. But the most
startling statemont made by any of tho apothecaries
was by one (he requested me not to mention his
name) who looked at his preseription list of last yenr,
and found that he had sold 79,693 doses of morphine
during the year.

Mr. Forman said to the writer, * You have no idea
what means many ladies use ta get opiuwm with.
out their families kuowlngit’.” ‘“ Are most of your
opium customors ladies ' I.asked. **Yes; I have
about 40 regular lady customers, and about 20 or 25
male customers. Ihave seen married women come
to the door and send a servant in with the money;
they wouldn't como in thomselves for foar they would
meot some one who would tell. Sometimes they
buy enough at once to last for two or three months.
I found one lud{; buying so much opium that I
thought it would be an act of charity to tell her hus-
band, I did tell him, and he said, 'I know she
usos it, but lot her have all sho wants; I can’t stop
her.'” Mr, Forman continued: I collected a bill
of $125 of aprominont citizen a fow days ago. 1t
was for opium sold to his wife, who died a
a month or two ago. I was afraid he would
refuse to pay it, but he didn't say a word, He
sottled without grumbling.” The preseription
clerk at Wayt & Brother's sald that one of their cus.
tomers was o young lawyer who drank a quart of
laudanum a week.

Another was a book-keeper who drank o gallon of
laudanum in three weeks. I called upon Dr. B. P.
Reeso at hisoftico. Ho is aman of 45, and is one of
our leading physicians. He told me that he had been
tryingto got some legislation passed on optum for over
nyear. Tho member from this distriet had prémised
to preparo a bill for the House of Delegates, levying
n heavy tax on opium, but he had not yet presented
it. Dr. Reese thought the druggists were wrong to
sell opium. Ha sald he never preseribed it except
in ver( exceptional eases. Dr. Marphy thought
the bell-punch uged in bar-rooms, which levies a tax
of 21a centsa drink, had driven many poor peoplo to
use opium. Dr. Dilkes attributes tho spread of the
opium evil to the fact that all of the pulmonie reme-
dies contain a largo share of opium.

Dr. Taylor agreed with the druggzists that the evil
was on the increase not only in Staunton, but all
along the vmle{. He thought the preachers ought
to preach ngainst it. *But then,” ho observed,
‘‘one of the parsons himself uses opium to excess,”
All the junk.dealers and pawnbrokers have much to
tell. *'I believe she would roll the last rag off 'n her
back,” said old Lloyd, ‘‘but what she would have
opium.” This remark was addressed to & small,
ragged child who had just brought the junk-dealer a
nice shawl. It seoms that the girl was a frequent
visitor at Lloyd’s, and came to sell things fora
lady who was once wealthy, hut who had Deen re-
duced to penury by her extravagunt craving for
oplum. The junk-dealer said that she used to send
silk drosses to tho pawnbrokers, but now she had
come down to selling things the pawnbrokers would
not take. Isanc Harris, a pawnbroker, told theo
writer that most of his watches and rings had been
left by young gentlemen who were wellknown
oplum-eaters.

* Something must be done,” said Mr. Markland, an
elder of tho church. * The evil is one of the sad-
dest I over beheld. The churoh doesn't seem to beo
any safeguard, for I believe that half the church
members in town nre addicted to thedeplorable hubit
in question.” At the meeting of citizens held some
days ago n resolution was passed requiring druggists
not to sell optumn unless on a doctor's preseription,
but the drugeists said they would havo to sell it
unless thero was some law passed against it.

Harrisonbure is a small city down the valley. The
ovil i3 as great in proportion to the size of the plnce
as it is here. Mr. Baker, one of the drugglsts of the
town, was in Staunton a day or two ago, and in con-
versation with tho writer remarked: *' I don't be.
lieve there are 20 people in Harrisonburg who are
frec from the use of opium. Harrisonburg used to
be a great place for bar-rooms, but now I believe the
apothecaries beat them.” 'The reports from Wood-
stock, a town in the valley, 50 miles from Staunton,
givo similar accounts. Dr. Hanson, a well-known
M. D., says that he believes there s something in
the morphine of the Shenandoah Valley that
creates the eraving for the evil drug. Mr. Albort
Rogers, who lives at Winchester, says that the
farmers in his yicinity have recently become terribly
addicted to oplum eating. Ife says thore wero threo
Yankeos who removed to the Winchester neighbor-
hood, About a year ago they went to farming,
Neither of them had ever tasted opium. Now they
ench ent apound a month. There is no telling when
this evil will end. The general feeling seems to bo
that the only way to stop it is to force legislation.
Opium ought not to be allowed to come into the val-
loy. But the trouble is that so many people use it
that it will be a hard matter to find emough with
clean skirts to earry public sentiment ngainst it.
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