
May 11, eleven demands, desigred to launch a fJontal a tt 2ck on r acism 
at WSU anct in the s·urround1ng 'art=c.cJ , were ·presented' 'to u~niversi ty policy 
maker s . The response of those officials has been disingenuous. Ha d t hese 
officials seriously wished to comb a t r ac i sm , they wo uld ha ve me t with Third 
Worl d students to seek clarification of the points a t is s ue and to explore 
alternative policies which might equally well r oot out the problem. Tnstead, 
poli c y m ake1~ did not meet with tho se groups who raised the demands. fhis 
contempt for the opinions and proposals of Third World peo; l es is it s t=:· lf a 
form o f ··.-, · is.r:. CiVlucr! lik<: the contempt shown fo:r all stud ent s bv th e 
Faculty Lxecutive Committ ae .J 

One must conclude that decisjon ma kers of the university were no ~ 
seriously int8rested in examining ufforts to le ss en r a cism. Instead , it 
appears th at their efforts wer e directed at how be st to decline t he d~~= ~ ds . 
Fri da y, Pres ident ' Terr e ll iss u e d that declin a t i on. He did not hav e the 
decency to submit his statement to th e agrieved pa rtie s , as they had s ub
mitt ed their dem ands to him. Rath e r, in a sp irit, once again, of cont empt, 
he l ef t it that the Third World could findout his opinions indirectly through 
publi c sources. Such behavior suggests, not a preoccupation with rac i sm, 
but a preoccupation with r:~ublic r e lations. Sunday, Presi dent Terrell did 
me 8 t Third World Peoples. Since his decision had a lre ad y bee n ma de, t he 
purpose of t he mee ting couldno+ have be en to seriously consider 
proposals. It was only an in ef' t t..;LI-,ttrJl aL L e m~t to calm troubled water s . 

IJIP. rlttt..; :.,,iniJ , fJn :s irlrttL l c: n· e ll once agai n spo ke publicly. Once agr.~ in he 
srr>"'" ,,;tt"'"L '''" ~ "lt a tion of the <:1~1 riev e d. He told us of his opposition to 
• .,. .; c;,,, , V8IbR l COtllttti t.t.tnP.rtt i s not the i ssu e ; the i ss uR i s , "I s one uJill ing 
to t a ke st r utt '] uL Lion to stop r a cism?'' flpparently President Terrell i.s 
un L11 i ll i "Y to mak e s uch a culltllll L Lll,l:!ll t:. 

Why? It i s cl ea r th u t s oci a l cltc=~ lt '=Je it111nl,, t..::::; r:l twttf]it t'=J8!jt.nhli. s h ed 
procedures and institutions. This in turn gives oFfense to tho se who ha ve a 
ves t ed interest in t he sta tu s quo and to those, as regards the case at ha nd, who 
admire racism. Our policy ma kers ' priori ties, as s uggest ed by their nre
occupation with public relations o0er negotiations, seem ~ to ·v~lme the opinioms 
of the'enemi es of c hange over the elimin a tion of r a cism. 

N·o tt e~JtRless, an exun,inati.on of President Terrell's recent proposals 
migh t be ap jHUf.Jr·j ;-, te. He SUIJI:JC::;te d the appoi ntment of a 11 5pecial Min ur i ty 
Advi so ry Council". But since no pot.te1·s are suggested for such a council, this 
is now no better than the promi se o.f a cu ttlln ittee; and, as anyone f amiliar 
with WSU knows , r efe ral to committee is a grave yard for proposals. A 
m"u''i"'Jf ttl council mu s t ha ve powers such as those outlined in demand 3, if it 
is to be meatljrl~Jful. 

Pr es irl ent Terrell a lso called for an nssistant to the Pre s ident fo r 
minor it y a f fai r s . He neo l cLted to note how s uch an assistant would be 
se l ected. A _Qad ;:~ssistr~nt is worse th a n non e at a ll, s ince his ef for ts could 
be to direct is s ues into a dead end, s imil a r to the committeE system. One 
duty propose d for s uch an individua l is the e:;tahlisl trn ent of workshops. But 
since workshops appea r to be op t ional , they f a il to r eac h thu:;e who ncPil t.lt t:: IIJ 
most. 

Si nce ag rieved students are urged to employ established ch ann e ls, there 
i s a l esso n to be le a rned from the proposal for an advisor for minority 
affairs . Such a request was made over a ye ar ago by BSU, but was s helved 
until the r ecent stri ke. The moral is th a t rnili t ant action is necessa ry 
befo re s tu dents a r e l i !j LE:!tt ed to. 

The s uggest ion f or thrt::~.e '"ll tLJll ty group members to recruit Third World 
students is a good one. Howeve r, th P. Lt.!l' ll t, ~arliest possi_Qle date, mu s t be 
clarified. 

I n conclusion, university official s , by their behavior, have in d i ca ted 
th a t they r espo nd only to milit ant action. If racism is to be eliminated, 
we mu st esca l a te our struggle. 

While these may be helpful s uggestion s the the University has offered, 
it has nEverthel ess ignored the fund ament a l problem: th a t is th a t me a~ ingful 
negoti a tion with th e Third World groups mu st commence immediately b~foTe 
any sol ution to r ac i s m a t WSU i s ~oss ible. If s uch discussion does not 
t ak e nlace immed i atel y, WSU will lo se mo s t of its min or ity s tu den t s . I n 
such a :1 event Dr. Terrell's s ug ges tions will be worthless . Racism ca n end 
a t WSIJ onl y when the univ ersi ty dec i sio n makers de al directly with Thi rd 
!Ju~ld gro up s rather than i ssues and statements intending to please th e white 
TnRjrJl'j t y. 

Str ike now. Show your support hy sur:h rneoningful and direct.. action by 
th e WSII r.ntiiiiHJni t.y C:J itd stotR J PrtilPrs. 
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