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Officer involved in crash had
blood alcohol level of .08
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEATTLE - A laboratory test of
blood from a Bellevue police officer
arrested after a fatal crash on New
Year's Day indicates he had a blood
alcohol level of .08, investigators said
Thursday.

A preliminary breath test showed
the officer, Eric 1. Thomas, had a
blood-alcohol level of .26, according
to a Jan. 2 Bellevue police search
warrant affidavit. However, Bellevue
police spokesman Mike Johnson said
the lab test on Thomas' blood showed
the .08 level, which is the state's new
legal threshold for intoxication.

Thomas, 29, of Renton, made an
initial court appearance Thursday in
King County Superior Court. He had
been arrested for investigation of
vehicular homicide and vehicular
assault. Bail was set at $20,000.
Thomas posted bail later in the day
and was released from the King
County Jail.

A spokesman for the King County
prosecutor's office said it may file
charges early next week.

Three hours into the new year, a
1998 Dodge Stratus driven by
Thomas crossed the center line on
Coal Creek Parkway in suburban
Bellevue and collided with an
oncoming sport utility vehicle,
Bellevue police say.

One of Thomas' passengers, Brian
Grooms, 26, of Columbus, Ohio, was .
killed. Another, Washington State
Trooper Jeremy Reid, remains in a
coma at Harborview Medical Center
here.

Thomas and Reid were off-duty
when the crash occurred.

The driver of the sport utility vehi-
cle, John B. Bell of Bellevue, was not
hurt. His wife, a passenger, was hos-
pitalized for two days.

A second breath test administered
at the accident scene also showed that
Bell had an alcohol level of .11.
Police cited him for investigation of
driving under the influence.

A police search tumed up two bot-
tles of vodka in Bell's vehicle. The
warrant did not say whether the bot-
tles were open.

According to the search warrant

affidavit, Thomas' blood-alcohol
level registered 0.26 percent on a
portable breath test administered by a
police officer at the scene. The subse-
quent blood test, however, showed
the much smaller reading. Breath
tests administered with hand-held
devices cannot be introduced in crim-
inal trials; blood tests can be used as
evidence.

Carol Reid, the trooper's mother,
said in a statement that she hopes
authorities do not punish Thomas.

"Jeremy and Eric are friends, and
this tragic accident does not change
that. No other punishment or prison
time will change the life sentence
Eric will live with," she said.

Reid, who turned 27 Monday, has
been able to respond to voices and
tactile stimulation and lift and
squeeze his right hand.

While doctors were encouraged by
his responses, they remained cautious
about his chances for recovery.

Grooms, who was Reid's boyhood
friend, was a national sales manager
for a long-distance carrier. His funer-
al was Thursday in Ohio.
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Police scold Disneyland
in death investigation
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ANAHEIM, Calif. - Police
who were criticized for taking 4
1/2 hours to arrive at the scene of
a Disneyland accident that killed a
Washington state man told park
officials to call them promptly and
to leave evidence untouched in the
future.

"(We have) met with
Disneyland management staff to
reinforce that any major injury,
fatal accident or crime scene be
immediately preserved and
prompt notification be made,"
Police Chief Randall W. Gaston

said in a written statement issued
after Saturday's meeting at the
park.

"This department will then
manage the scene through the con-
clusion of the investigation," the
statement said.

Police arrived long after a
tourist was fatally wounded on
Dec. 24 by an 8-pound metal cleat
that ripPed loose from the sailing
ship Columbia as it was being
moored at a Frontierland dock.

Luan Phi Dawson, 33, of
Duvall, Wash., was struck in the
head. His wife and a park employ-
ee were hurt.

Second suspect arrested
inMoses Lake killing
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SPOKANE - Police have
arrested two Spokane men in the
slaying of a 23-year-old man
whose body was found in Moses
Lake, and more arrests were
expected, police said Sunday.

Margarito L Ramirez, 19, was
arrested Saturday night at a
Spokane home and was booked
into the Spokane County Jail for
investigation of complicity to
commit murder, police spokesman
Dick Cottam said.

On Friday, Spokane police
arrested 22-year-old Joseph B.
Jordan, who was held for investi-
gation of accessory to murder.

Initial court appearances for
Ramirez and Jordan were sched-
uled Monday.

Moses Lake and Spokane
detectives investigating Eric

Brace's slaying expect more
arrests, Cottam said.

Brace, of Spokane, had been
reported missing shortly before
his body was found Tuesday on
the shores of Moses Lake, about
110 miles southwest of Spokane.
His car was found abandoned
Thursday west of Spokane.

An autopsy concluded Brace
died of a fractured skull.

Investigators have not dis-
cussed a motive, and have
declined to say where, when or
how they think Brace was killed.

Jordan denied involvement in
the slaying during a jailhouse
interview published Sunday in
The Spokesman-Review newspa-
per.

Jordan said he had last seen
Brace on Jan. 2 as Braee dropped
off him and a friend in downtown
Spokane.

If you have additional questions. please contact Jim
Ba)Clykal335-627~ 0' by e-mail ha)czyk@wsu.cdu
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